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what modern Negroes call the "take-it-easy boys" still exist, those who want "to stay in good" at all costs, who will accept white strictures without protest, who for instance consent to ride in the freight elevator of a hotel. Some compromisers on segregation are called "handkerchief heads/1 This relates to the bandannas traditionally worn by old mammies, and among the political minded it is the worst of epithets.
(g} Politics. In the 1944 elections the country-wide Negro vote was Democratic by the staggering figure of 80 per cent. This onesidedness may not last. Negroes of course range from conservatives to radicals, within both parties, exactly as do whites. There are Bourbons among Negro political leaders, middle-roaders, Communists. Also, a point not generally appreciated, there are some 250,000 Negroes (mostly northern) in the federal civil service.
The most pressing Negro issue in the North is housing. Negroes in Chicago, in Detroit, in Pittsburgh live in what are in effect ghettos. These are not as a rule directly established by the municipality; they rise through restrictive covenants set up by white landlords, many of them absentee. A real estate group or local association of landowners will, for instance, get every owner in a district to sign a contract limiting, say, tenancy to "people not of African descent" for a period of years. Negroes have protested the legality of this, but unsuccessfully on the whole. The result of such closing off of Negroes from opportunities in housing is, first of all, the equivalent of segregation in the South; the Negro community is forcibly cooped up in whatever districts it now inhabits, and cannot spread no matter how much it multiplies. This, in turn, means that schools in the closed area become solidly Negro, exactly like the segregated schools in the South; it means congestion,'violently high rents, the perpetuation of slums, breakdown in municipal facilities like street repair and garbage disposal, hoodlumism especially among the young, and serious problems in police and fire protection.15
One interesting minor problem has to do with sports. Negroes are admitted to college football, and are often very good at it. A northern team with a Negro member will not, however, be able as a rule to play a southern team, at least in the South. On the other hand, by an unwritten Big Ten rule, Negroes are excluded from basketball. This is an indoor sport, and taboos are strong (though not so strong as in the South) against any contact between half-clad, perspiring bodies, even on the floor of a gym. Probably Ohio State, among the great midwest universities, has the best record in these matters. A Negro was president of one of its chief student organizations last year, and a Negro girl led its YWCA. Negroes at Ohio State may go into the swimming pool (the sudden explosive vibration you hear is caused by a southern white read-
15 See pamphlet, Hemmed In, the ABCs of Race Restrictive Housing Covenants, published by the American Council on Race Relations.